GOODWORTH CLATFORD PARISH COUNCIL


Planning Committee Terms of Reference
Goodworth Clatford Parish Council is mindful that it has an important role in relation to planning applications. It is a consultee in the planning process. Responses to those applications, must be within a specified time frame, usually 21 days. There is a need for transparency in this process. 
This policy is written to explain how the council will deal with planning applications so enabling both council members and the public to involve themselves effectively with that process. 
Responses to planning applications
These are usually sent out by Test Valley Borough Council or HCC Planning Authorities Planning  by email and are accompanied by a letter requesting that responses are received back within 21 days. This is to enable TVBC/HCC to achieve the timetable set by government in relation to planning applications. 
Dealing with applications at Parish Council meetings
Where possible, the Parish Council will consider planning applications at its meetings. The Clerk will circulate applications to Members shortly after they are received. These planning applications will be detailed on the agenda of the meeting. In the event of them being received after the closure of the agenda the Chairman of the planning committee will be asked whether they are happy to allow the application to be considered at the meeting. Members should view all documents relating to an application online at the TVBC/HCC website prior to the Council meeting, as hard copies are not available at meetings. 
The Planning Committee Chairman will present the application to the Parish Council for consideration and approval of a proposed decision relating to the application.
Dealing with applications outside of the Parish Council meeting 
The Parish Council has delegated authority to the Planning Committee for submission of a decision for planning applications received outside of the Parish Council meetings.
The application shall be circulated to the Planning Committee members for review. Where the application is a simple & uncontested one, the Chairman of the Planning Committee shall make a recommendation by email to all members of the Planning Committee for the Clerk to submit ‘No Objection’.
Where an application is considered by any member of the Planning Committee to require a meeting, they shall advise the Chairman and Clerk of the reason for a meeting which shall be convened in the normal manner through public notice within the timescale to meet a submission to TVBC/HCC.
It is noted that the Borough Council/HCC Planning Committees have the final say on all applications, and the Parish Council is only one of many consultees. 
Parishioners must write directly to TVBC/HCC with their views on planning applications to ensure that they are received into the planning system, and it is helpful to the Parish Council if they send a copy of their representation to the Parish Clerk to help the Parish Council in formulating their response to applications. Parishioners should note that representations received to the Parish Council are not forwarded to TVBC/HCC, and they are responsible for making their own submission to the formal planning process
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